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*iven by their government for ffie best models, which were regularly
Submit fed to the examination a nd decision of the Academy of Sciences.
But the vessels taken from them has lately been of considerable ser-
vice in the improvement of our own.

Mr. SHERIDAN said, he certainly agreed with
the right honorable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) who
spoke last, that there was hardly any difference of
opinion in the committee as to the propriety of sup-
porting our naval superiority, bat it was from an
apprehension that no substantial good would  arise
to the country from what had been said to-night,
unless ministers were spurred on, that he should
" trouble the committee on this subject.    He was the
more of that opinion, when he observed the manner
in which the right honorable gentleman conveyed
his sentiments to-night.    He had said, that one of
the reasons for the superiority of the enemy in  the
construction of their ships, arose from the contempt
in which projectors were held in this country; if
that was the case, he was afraid the matter would
be neglected; for the right honorable gentleman,
at the time he admitted the superiority of the enemy
in one respect, and the defectiveness of the con-
struction of our ships, conveyed  an idea that he
thought our ships altogether as good as they need
be, and this when he knew it was not the opinion of
the best naval officers of this country.    He had ob-
served, that if the gallant Admiral were to meet
one of the ships of the enemy, he would undertake
to blow it out of the water.    Mr. Sheridan had no
doubt of the courage or the skill of that great naval
officer; on the contrary, he concurred heartily in
the praise which had been so justly bestowed upon
him; but when he talked of blowing" the enemy out
of the water, there was one thing to be done first,
namely, to catch them, which we were not very
likely to do, while they could sail faster than us, and
which it was now admitted they were able to do.
Mr.'-Sheridan said he was very sorry to see  any
disposition to treat  this matter lightly,  and  we.